NOVEMBER    19-NOVEMBER   27,    1926
Tuesday, November 23rd.

Showery. Bleak. No rain later. Misty. Chilly evening.
Chores in early morning. I wrote a letter to the Daily Mail
in reply to Birkenhead's criticism of " Raingo " in that paper,
and I signed it before I left home. After I left, the Mail tele-
phoned that they would like an article at 2s. a word, as well
as the letter. They said the letter was too good to lose. So,
by telephone from the theatre, I agreed to both. I much en-
joyed writing both the letter and the short article. I love a
friendly scrap in the press.

Wednesday, November 24th.

Dress rehearsal of " Riceyman Steps " at Ambassadors Theatre.
It actually begun at 10.45. Rather good. It ended at 2
o'clock, and was on the whole satisfactory. Athene Seyler
cried. Nicholas Hannen was impressed. A stout middle-aged
man spoke to me afterwards and said : " I don't know you,
Mr. Bennett, but your play is most moving and impressive,
etc." I said, " But I haven't written a line of it." He said
it was all my material. I learnt afterwards that this was
Horace Hodges, the actor. I wanted to be alone (with the
Manchester Guardian) and so I went to Arthur's restaurant
(Leicester Square). It was full, but I got a table after a mo-
ment. I then returned to the theatre and had speech with
various persons and saw more bits of rehearsal, and then I
slipped away and left everything to Michael Morton.

Thursday, November 25$.

Dorothy was at the ist performance of "Riceyman Steps"
at the Ambassadors Theatre. She arrived home shortly before
6, with a very gloomy account of it. Said that the miserliness
was far too much insi sted upon instead of being revealed, that the
audience was chilled and not at all responsive ; in short, that
the thing was a failure. Which did not surprise me ; though
I think that Dorothy was perhaps a little over gloomy.

Friday, November 2&th.
I began my novel " Accident " this morning at n o'clock.

Saturday, November
Two good days' work,   Dorothy and I dined at home.   After-
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